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Education
first, fun
later

Latasha Grant
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Pretty Young Bosses, Inc.
(PYB) is a non-profit girls’
program that was developed
by Latasha Grant, executive
director and founder, to be a
safe place where young
ladies between the ages of
10-17 could speak freely with
adults, get academic help
and experience personal
growth.
Grant was jump-started
into action when she befriended a young girl of 16
whom she met while working at a local urgent care center. Though young in years,
the woman-child had experienced horrific events that
eventually led to her being
placed in several group
homes and had run away at
least three times.
She said the teenager revealed to her that she had become a prostitute to survive
in the streets. “I wanted to
help her, but lost contact with
her,” she said.
Vowing to help as many
young ladies as she could
avoid life on the streets, PYB
strives to connect young girls
with mentors and academic
specialists while also providing fun activities. Grant feels
that one-on-one mentoring is
the key to success for the organization.
Launched in February of
last year, their mission is to
commit to building that big
See PYB, page 6

Pamper
St. Pete
stirs up feel
good vibes

The 44th annual Sickle Cell Disease Benefit was held at the Magnuson Hotel Sat., Sept 17.



BY RAVEN JOY
SHONEL
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
The Sickle Cell Disease
Association of America
(SCDAA), St. Petersburg Chapter held its
44th benefit dinner last
Saturday, Sept. 17 at the
Magnuson Hotel. Proceeds
from
the
fundraiser will benefit
client programs and
services.
Amongst the beautifully decorated tables,
awesome entertainment

provided by jazz great
Henry Ashwood on saxophone and the Bus Stop
Band rockin’ out to oldschool funk and R&B,
friends and family enjoyed an evening of good
food and fellowship in
the name of sickle cell
awareness.
“I am so very pleased
to see so much of our
community here today
around the cause that is
so very important and
makes a difference for
so many people,” said
Deputy Mayor Dr.

Kanika Tomalin.
She went on to praise
the SCDAA for helping
to advance research of
the disease.
“Because of the support of the St. Pete chapter and chapters like it
across our nation, lives
and stories are changing
for so many people who
suffer with sickle cell.”
Tomalin urged the
audience to donate to the
cause not only financially, but also intellectually and with human
capital.

Sickle cell disease is
an inherited condition
that affects the red blood
cells. It is characterized
by the red blood cell becoming sickled shape
and stiff. Sickle cells are
fragile and break up easier than the body can replace them, causing
anemia.
If you have the sickle
cell trait, you have the
gene for sickle cell disease. Over 2.5 million
Americans,
mostly
African American, have
See BENEFIT, pages 8

Yacht party grooved through the bay
BY JEFFREY ZANKER
Contributor

TAMPA BAY –“We
are bringing in the oldschool with the newschool tonight!” DJ
DarknLovely shouted to
the crowd, from behind
his turntables aboard a
three-story cruise ship
drifting through Tampa
Bay last Friday night.
The moonlit waters
of Tampa Bay and the
St. Petersburg skyline
set the scene for the
first Fantastic Voyage
yacht party produced
and
organized
by
William Walker and

Skyway Tours and
Charters, and hosted by
Starship Cruises. As
owner of the local tour
company, Walker has
been giving bus tours
throughout the St. Pete
area since last year.
The party turned out
to be a huge success.
According to Walker,
more than 540 guests attended, exceeding his
expectations. Around
500 tickets were sold in
advance, while additional tickets were purchased at the gangway.
“We didn’t expect a
See YACHT, page 11

Partygoers danced the night away
while crusing Tampa Bay.

BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
More than 250 community
members filed into the
Enoch Davis Recreation
Center for the third annual
Pamper St. Pete event last
Saturday, Sept.17.
India Johnson and
Brandy Walker originated
the Pamper St. Pete event
three years ago.
“We felt the community
needed pampering and an
opportunity to come out
and feel good about themselves,” said Johnson, stating that 298 people
attended the inaugural
event.
From tiny toddlers to
seasoned seniors, Pamper
St. Pete catered to all ages.
The youngsters stared in
awe at the EMS vehicles
and workers. Seniors
greeted each other with
hugs and handshakes.
Former Weekly Challenger writer Jeanie Blue
said that she came out because she “wanted to support the Enoch Davis
Center when they’re having an activity that’s involving the community.”
“I’ve been in health
fairs where I have exhibited, and now I get to be on
the other side of the table,”
said Wanda Stuart.
The event featured free
massages provided by current students and graduates of Cortiva Institute,
Message Therapy School.
Other health organizations
on hand included Neighborly Care Network, Well
See PAMPER, page 7
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Archie Bunker, Trump and some real heroes
Dear Editor:
Donald Trump is the
new Archie Bunker on
steroids. His run for the
presidency went from entertainment to concern
and now to panic. Will he
make
institutionalized
racism acceptable again
and what kind of example
will he set for Americas’
young?
On the other hand, we
have three fallen heroes
whose short lives demonstrated the true greatness
of America. Captain Humayan Khan, 27, Specialist
Kareem R. Khan, 20, and
Police Corporal Montreal
Jackson, 32.
Donald Trump is a rich
Archie—more
money,
more racism. Trump
makes bad remarks about
Muslims and blacks that
protest against police misconduct. Like Archie
Bunker, Donald has made
crude remarks about
women, especially if they
don’t look like models. He
has even made fun of
POWs.
Trump’s uniform came
from a military boarding
school for rich kids. These
next three guys were not
sons born with rich fathers, but they faced real
bullets and danger.
Specialist Kareem R.
Khan, 20, of Manahawkin,
N.J., was about 14 years
old when the terrorist
attacked on Sept. 11,
2001. Described by his
parents as an obedient
child who was always
polite, Khan loved the
Dallas Cowboys even
though he grew up in
Giant country.
After 9/11 Khan
waited until he was 18 to
join the army. He
wanted to show that all
Muslims were not like
the terrorist who attacked the World Trade
Center. His tour was
supposed to end in 2006
but was extended to
September 2007.
Khan, the young devoted Muslim who loved
Disney
World
and
wanted to be a doctor,
lost his life in August
2007 fighting in Iraq.
During the 2008 presidential campaign, Secretary of State Colin
Powell spoke about the
picture of his mother
hugging his gravestone
in Arlington National
Cemetery, a headstone
under the sign of the Islamic faith.
Khan was 20 years
old.
Most people are
aware of Captain Humayan Khan because
of his parents’ appearance in Philadelphia at
the Democratic National

Convention earlier this
year. Khan’s father spoke
to the country about his
son in response to
Trump’s suggestion that
Muslims
should
be
banned from immigrating
to United States.
Captain Khan (no relation to Kareem Khan) was
born in The United Arab
Emirates and came to U.S.
as a two year old. His father was from Pakistan
and they ended up in
Maryland were they
raised Khan. Southern
grown, he was very a serious minded boy who had a
strong sense of responsibility and history.
He taught disabled
children how to swim and
was an ardent admirer of
Thomas Jefferson. Khan
wrote of “freedom requiring vigilance” in his essay
to enter the University Of
Virginia. He graduated
from Virginia with a degree in psychology.
Khan later joined the
Army and went to Iraq. In
June 2004, he walked 10
steps ahead of his men towards a strange car, forcing the enemy to detonate
a device intended for hundreds of soldiers eating
breakfast.
Khan wanted to be a
military lawyer but gave
his life defending America
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and trying to make a better world for people in
Iraq. He was the first UVA
graduated to die in combat
since Vietnam.
Both he and Kareem
were devoted to Allah and
being great Americans.
They are both buried in
Arlington National Cemetery with other American
heroes, such as the
Kennedy brothers (all veterans) and civil rights
martyr Medgar Evers.
Trump’s proposed ban
on Muslims is not only unconstitutional,
but
a
shameful disgrace to their
memories.
Whether we like it or
not, the police are doing
God’s work. Officer Montrell Jackson from Baton
Rouge, La., lived that high
idea. Like many people,
Jackson was shocked and
saddened by the killings of
two unarmed black men at
the hand of law enforcement. He went to Facebook to express his
frustrations:
“I’m tired physically and
emotionally. Disappointed
in some family, friends, and
officers for some reckless
comments but hey what’s in
your heart is in your heart.
I still love you all because
hate takes too much energy
but I definitely won’t be
looking at you the same.

Thank you to everyone who
has reached out to me or my
wife it was needed and
much appreciated. I swear
to God I love this city but I
wonder if this city loves me.
In uniform I get nasty hateful looks and out of uniform
some consider me a threat.
I’ve experienced so much in
my short life and these last
3 days have tested me to the
core. When people you
know begin to question your
integrity you realize they
don’t really know you at all.
Look at my actions they
speak LOUD and CLEAR.
Finally I personally want
to send prayers out to
everyone directly affected
by this tragedy. These are
trying times. Please don’t
let hate infect your heart.
This city MUST and WILL
get better. I’m working in
these streets, so any protesters, officers, friends, family,
or whoever, if you see me
and need a hug or want to
say a prayer. I got you.”
Officer Montrell Jackson Baton Rouge Police.
2016.
Jackson, 32, and two
other officers were killed
by a young African-American man upset about unarmed blacks being killed
by law enforcement.
The Black Matters
Movement must remain
nonviolent, and also speak

out stronger against black
on black crime. Anti-police
brutality need not be antilaw enforcement even in
systemic racism. I cannot
say treat me fairly while I
am unfair and disrespectful to you. Nothing will
matter if we don’t except
our common humanity
and mortality.
No president or politician can save us from all
domestic injustice or war;
however, the president in
our system of government
has a unique moral responsibility to set a tone

that honors our most sacred values: Freedom of
speech, freedom of religion and equality.
Rivers Cleveland

Capt. Humayan Khan

Officer Montrell Jackson
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Belle of the Ball to giveaway free
Homecoming dresses this Saturday
CLEARWATER – The
Belle of the Ball Project
will provide homecoming
dresses and accessories
to
in-need,
lowincome high school
girls this Saturday, Sept.
24 from 10-2 p.m. Additional dates are October 8
and October 22, all on Saturdays at the same time.
Located at 1210 Holt
Avenue in Clearwater, the
charity, now in its second
decade of serving girls,
welcomes all financially
needy girls, regardless of
where they live.
More than 90 girls
from five area counties received dresses two weeks
ago, and over 5,000 girls
from 11 counties have
been served since 2003.
Dresses are available
to all in-need, low-income
high
school
girls only, and for girls attending high school

Some of the over 3,000 dresses at the Belle of
the Ball boutique at 1210 Holt Ave., Clearwater
dances (homecoming,
military ball and prom)
only. They respect the
honor system. No referral
letter is necessary, and no
appointment needed. A $1
to $5 donation is requested but not required.
Donations of dresses
and accessories can also be

made at the store. For 43
other convenient yearround donation sites (including ALL Sun Country
Cleaners locations) and
more information about
Belle of the Ball Project,
call 727-386-4502 or logon to
belleoftheballproject.com.
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Filling the G.A.A.P.
ST. PETERSBURG —
Land of the free and home
of the brave is the claim of
the United States’ National
Anthem. Whether one is
standing on these words or
kneeling to protest them,
there seems to be a gap between the feeling of being
free and the comfort of a
home.
In many communities
globally, there seems to be
a gap between the youth
who are the future, and law
enforcement assigned with
the daily task of protecting
that future. In an effort to
draw the two sides closer,
the Department of Juvenile
Justice and the Office of
Prevention and Victim Services began a series of summits named Bridging the
G.A.A.P. (Gaining Appreciation by Adjusting Perspectives) Awards Recognition.
The eighth Bridging the
G.A.A.P. summit was held at
Childs Park Recreational
Center earlier this month.
The organizers of this prevention initiative included
Pat McGhee, Delinquency
Prevention Specialist; Verla
Lawson-Grady, Community
Engagement Coordinator;
Jill Gould, Specialist Project
Coordinator and Adrienne

Conwell, Reform Specialist.
Eighteen law enforcement officers from the St.
Petersburg Police Department, the Pinellas County
Sheriff’s Office and 21
youths from AMI KIDS,
JDAP, Childs Park Neighborhood
Association,
PACE, Men in the Making
and Gen 2 participated in
the event.
For the past eight years,
Pastor Dexter McCree of
Anointed Word Fellowship
has facilitated the G.A.A.P
sessions.
“The local series of
Pinellas G.A.A.P. conversations provide an effective,
non-threatening, relationship building forum where
youth develop better understanding of the roles and responsibilities
of
law
enforcement and where law
enforcement officers gain a
wider perspective of youth’s
current world view,” said
McGhee.
The panel and audience
engaged in discussion of
varies topics and perceptions relating to: Law enforcement presence in
community and profiling,
youth peer relationships/
influences, which created
needed and incredible dia-

logue to bring two sides together as one.
As a special highlight to
the event, the Department
of Juvenile Justice, Prevention and Probation recognized
and
honored
individuals from the community for their involvement and commitment in
providing services to youth
in Pinellas County that
helps prevent youth from
going deeper into the system.
To present the awards
were Deputy Timothy Niermann and Assistant Secretary Alice Sims from the
Office of Prevention and
Victims Services in Tallahassee. Honorees included:
• Pastor Cindy Lane,
G4S and Chair for the Circuit 6 & 13 Faith-Network
Steering Committee
• Pastor Dexter McCree, Anointed Word Fellowship
• Pastor Martin Rainey,
Minister of Christian Education, Trinity Presbyterian
Church
• Honorable Judge
Patrice Moore, Unified
Family Court Administrative Judge in the Sixth Judicial Circuit
• School Board mem-

ber Renee Flowers, Pinellas
County Schools
• Sergeant Cynthia
Davis, St. Petersburg Police
Department
• Officer David Lopez,
St. Petersburg Police Department
• Michael Jefferis, director of the City of St. Petersburg
Parks
and
Recreation
•
Brother
John
Muhammad, Childs Park
Neighborhood Association
• Deborah FiggsSanders, director of Childs
Park YMCA
• Theresa “Momma
Tee” Lassiter, community
activist
The G.A.A.P. summit addressed what Dr. Martin
Luther King spoke of in his
“I Have A Dream” speech:
“A note of promise that all
men, yes, black men as well
as white men, would be
guaranteed the unalienable
rights of life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness.”
The summit was a collaboration and partnership
between the Department of
Juvenile Justice, St. Petersburg Police Department,
the Florida Juvenile Justice
Foundation and Childs Park
Recreation Center.

Please join us in recognizing and celebrating our

Heart Attack & Stroke Survivors
Come hear from a medical expert on the warning
signs and symptons of heart attacks and stroke.
No cost. Donations only. All proceeds will go to the
American Heart Association.
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Pretty Young Bosses, Inc.
From PYB, page 1

sister to little sister bond
through emotional support,
long-term relationships and
proper etiquette. PYB is
also dedicated to assisting
in math and reading as well
as continuing educational
opportunities.
The 22 girls now meet
two to three times a week at
different recreation centers
and the homes of the mentors. They begin each meeting by joining hands in a
prayer circle. “Education
first, fun later” is the mantra
of the group.
Academic progress is
reviewed and any achievement is celebrated, while
those needing extra help
are linked to the program’s
academic specialists who
can offer specific tutoring
tailored to meet the needs
of that student.
The remainder of the
meeting time is a changing
list of activities that the girls
help to create. The events
have included kickball and
double Dutch contests; the
girls also spend time on personal vision boards and encouragement letters to each
other.

Grant emphasizes outreach programs in the community for the girls to
participate in, such as feeding the homeless and neighborhood cleanup activities.
They will hold their first
community yard sale at the
Enoch Davis Center Oct.
15.
“I want this to be a longterm, growing program,”
she said. “We want the girls
to come back and give back
to the community”.
Grant, a single mother
of three aged 8-12 years old,
said she felt isolated and
alone after the divorce of
her parents, which created
a void between her mother
and herself.
“My mom worked a lot
and we didn’t build that
bond,” explained Grant. “I
didn’t have anyone to talk to
except my older sister.”
She feels that the lack of
open communication with
her parents contributed to
her becoming a teen parent;
however, Grant didn’t let
her circumstances cripple
her life.
The Northeast High
graduate continued her

studies earning an AA degree in paralegal studies
from Everett University and
an AA degree in the medical assistant program at St.
Petersburg College.
“Kids want to do better
but sometimes their environment at home or school
won’t let them,” she shared.
“They have to be showed
something different.”
Grant said the girls are
excited and want to meet
more often, but they are in
need of more mentors.
“If I, myself a single parent of a special needs child
and two young queens, can
give back and help our
young queens in the community, I know a lot more
can as well,” she contends.
“We are needing more mentors, sponsors and volunteers desperately so we can
expand our group even
more.”
The goal of PYB is to let
girls know that they have
“family” outside of their relatives that care about them.
“We want them to think
of us as big sisters or godmothers. They are queens
and they can do better in

life,” Grant averred.
PYB includes board
members Natalie Parker,
vice president; Unisha
Bullard,
secretary;
Shauntiel Bennett, advisor
and Latesha Jackson, treasurer. Kyra Daniel and Jamie
Pitts are the academic specialists, and mentors include Dominique Evans,
Kapresha Harris, Shana
Critton and Latayvia Gamble.
For more information,
please call Unisha Bullard
at (727) 488-3439 or email
PrettyYoungBosses1@gmai
l.com.
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Third annual Pamper St. Pete event
From PAMPER, page 1

Care Health Plans, Impact
Health Community Specialists and representatives from Mary Kay
Cosmetics.
GTE Credit Union representative Kimberly Fulana came to share
information on the advan-

tages that her credit union
offers over traditional
bank services.
“The credit union is
going to offer lower rates
on auto loans, credit cards
and even help with credit
repair,” said Fulana.
Community residents

received additional pampering from free nail polishing, face painting and
meals
provided
by
Heavy’s Food Truck.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com
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ARE YOU HAVING TROUBLE
CONTROLLING THE WAY YOU EAT?

CALL FOR H ELP
727-724-6292 (PAT)
FOOD ADDICTS
IN RECOVERY
ANONYMOUS

Call TODAY for an appointment

OR VISIT OUR
WEBSITE

Phone: 727-894-1734

www.foodaddicts.org

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!

2500 9th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705

LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
4341 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(Next to Skyway Mall)

TheWeeklyChallenger.com

(727) 867-3696
Open: Mon. - Sat. 10 am - 6:30 pm

SYLVIA J. TAYLOR P.A.
ATTORNEY & COUNSELOR AT LAW
Specializing In Real Estate Closings,
Refi’s and Probate

1900 Main Street, Suite 750
Sarasota, FL 34238
(941) 309-5188
Fax (941) 309-5201
sylviajtaylorpa@cs.com
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Stomping out sickle cell
From BENEFIT, page 1

the trait, and if both parents
have the trait, they can
have children with the disease.
Master of Ceremony
Dr. Kevin Gordon, Provost
of Midtown, Downtown
and the Palladium campuses of St. Petersburg
College, introduced the
2015-17 Sickle Cell Poster
Child, Xavier McKinney.
Xavier is a nine-year-old
student at Lakewood Elementary, whose hobbies include making creations
with Legos, going to the
park and attending movies.
Although he whispered
to Gordon that he didn’t
have anything to say to the
crowd, the former Gibbs
High School principal managed to get him to reveal
his favorite movie: “Captain
America: Civil War.”
“For 44 years we have
been providing service
while serving. I can’t do it
alone, but with the help of
the board members and
volunteers throughout the
city, we are able to take

care of our families and
promote research towards
a cure,” said Mary Murph,
president of the SCDAA,
St. Petersburg Chapter.
With two children suffering from the disease,
Murph has witnessed firsthand the painful episodes
persons with sickle cell experience.
People suffering from
the disease can be victims
of what is known as a sickle
cell pain episode. When a
large number of sickle cells
damage and plug blood
vessels, it is difficult or impossible for the blood to
circulate normally. This
causes severe pain, which
may occur in any part of
the body.
And that is just what
happened to little Antonesha, who attends Pinellas
Park Elementary School.
Before and after school,
Antonesha goes to Broderick Recreation Center,
where she was found in the
bathroom stricken with severe pain.

The center contacted
her mother, Jasmin Jackson, immediately. They
also wanted to know how
they could help.
“I went to Mrs. Murph
and explained that we have
some people behind us that
want to know more about
the disease and help find out
in what ways that they could
help bring awareness to the
disease,” said Jackson.
And help they did. The
Broderick Recreation Center in Pinellas Park coordinated two days of
fundraising for the association. June 10-11 were set
aside for a golf tournament
and auction, all in efforts
to raise awareness and
help find a cure for sickle
cell.
Members of the chapter were also honored
guests of Pinellas Park’s
mayor and chief of police at
city hall. They were then
presented with a check
from monies earned at the
fundraiser for $3,037.97.
Murph invited every-

one who represented
Broderick Recreation Center up to the podium and
presented them with a
Community
Service
Award for their dedication
and support in promoting
the endeavors of the association.
Other awards, recognitions and scholarships
were given out before
Marita Harris and her little
sister Danielle taught the
room how to do the Sickle
Cell Stomp. Harris called
audience members up to
the dance floor, and about
15 people answered. This
choreograph dance helped
them work off the extra
pounds put on from the delicious meal they ate earlier in the evening.
You might have missed
out on the fun Saturday
night, but you still have a
chance to donate to the association by calling 727896-2355.
For more information,
please call log on to
www.sicklecellstpete.com
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Open letter to the Supervisor
of Elections
Dear
Supervisor
Clark,
We are writing to you
on behalf of our congregations at the Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
and the Mount Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church, here in
beautiful St. Petersburg.
We have spoken with
many community leaders
about the need our south
St. Petersburg community has for an early voting site, right here in our
neighborhood, and we
would like to share these
concerns with you in the
hope that you might add
an early voting site closer
to home this election
year.
Many of our congregants have expressed to
us that they are concerned with the prospect
of long lines at their
precincts on Election
Day. Many of them are
elderly and are especially
worried about standing
for a long time in the
heat, and we agree that
this should not be the
case for anyone simply
wanting to exercise their
right to vote.
We know that there
are already a few early
voting sites in the county;
however, our congregants have also informed
us that traveling to the
downtown elections office or to the Gulfport location are inconvenient
for them for a variety of
reasons, including travel
time and parking issues.
And of course, since most
of these folks work, finding the time to wait in a

Rev. Manuel Sykes

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
voting line on Election
Day, a Tuesday, is not an
option.
Would you please consider adding an early voting
site
in
our
community? We are a
proud, hard-working people who cherish going to

the polls to exercise our
most sacred right, and we
very much would like to
be able to do it with comfort and ease.
Reverend
Manuel
Sykes &
Reverend Louis M.
Murphy Sr.

    
   
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring • Plumbing • Windows
Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:

CFC025588

CCC1326860

CBC1251478






“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”
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COMMUNITY NEWS
End of Summer Groove
From YACHT page 1

big draw,” Walker said. “We
sold 300 tickets in the past
three or four weeks and I
was afraid it wasn’t going to
be a sellout. But sales went
up at the last minute. That’s
how business always turns
out.”
Residents from across
Pinellas, Hillsborough and
other neighboring counties
set sail Friday evening, returning past the magic
hour, tired, hot, with excitement lingering from the
evening’s maritime adventure.
“Overall, it went as
smooth as the ride over the
water,” Walker said of the
party.
Loud music roared
throughout the ship, each
floor exposed its guests to different eras and atmospheres.
Guests were introduced
to old-school mix provided
by DJ Abraham when entering the first floor.
The second floor had
local singer Cleo Heart
with her band performing
along with a private area
for VIP members and the
third floor on the upper
deck got down to line dancing with groups such as
Line Dance Connection
and United Soul Line
Dancers of Florida.
Julie Jackson, a teacher
at Legacy Prep in Tampa,
found the party very excit-

ing with the heat turned up
by the choreographed
rhythms of the line
dancers.
“It is an exciting night
and it’s very hot,” Jackson,
54, said of the party. “I’m
loving this boat because it
has an elevator and you
don’t have to worry about
taking the stairs.”
Sheila McFadden came
aboard to lead her group,
Line Dance Connection of
Tampa. She sees line dancing as a way for socializing
and exercising.
“They
keep
you
healthy,” McFadden said.
Markis Christopher got
his groove on the dance
floor as part of the United
Soul Line Dancers of
Florida. Dancing on a yacht
for the first time, he felt like
he was grooving all by himself.
“Anytime I get the
chance to express line
dancing, I take the opportunity,” Christopher, 33, said.
Nikki Capehart, St. Petersburg’s director of
Urban Affairs, came to support Skyway Tours as part
of the city’s recent resurgence.
“What is important is…
making sure that all small
businesses are taking part
of what is available downtown.”
“The spirit of the crowd

was
amazing,”
said
Marcina Dowdell-Williams,
owner of Loving My Hair
Natural Hair Studio and sister to DJ Abraham.
Before boarding, guests
could take self-portraits,
but unfortunately the
printer was not working,
leaving many guests asking
for their pictures.
“I wish they had a station so we can get them,”
said guest Kathy White.
But the problem was resolved by the party’s end.
Guests will be able to receive their portrait pictures
this week either through email or by snail mail.
“Little hiccups like this
are to be expected,” Walker
said of managing a party.
The ship returned back
to port at 1 a.m. As guests
packed the first floor, the
party ended with line dancing.
“Let’s end this summer
groovy-style,” DJ DarknLovely said as the remaining guests danced to the
music.
Walker immediately received requests for another
groovy yacht party. The
next party lined up is the
“End of Winter Groove”
party scheduled for March
2017.
“In Florida, there is
only two temperatures: hot
to cool,” Walker said.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
HOME OWNERSHIP CAN MAKE QUALITY HOUSING

MORE AFFORDABLE THAN RENT
You are invited to discuss home
ownership possibilities in
an informal setting.

OPEN HOUSE
SUNDAY, SEPT. 25
4 pm until 7 pm
976 8th Ave S.

• Credit Scores and qualifying for a
mortgage
• City of St. Petersburg Housing
Assistance Programs
This newly renovated
• Property taxes, gentrification and
protecting yourself from rising prices home is not for sale.
The new owners are
• Representative will be available to
provide information and discuss
graciously opening
home ownership issues
their home to host
• Stay for a few minutes or as long as
this informational
you wish. Tour this newly renovated
event.
home and discuss possibilities

This open house is sponsored by Neighborhood Home Solutions
and Sustainable Communities Renaissance Project, Inc.
For more information, contact Steve Plice at (727) 692-2601

MT Pilgrim M.B.C. Presents its

7th Annual Veterans Day in the Park Celebration
When: Saturday, November 12 • Time: 11 am – 3 pm
Place: Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Veterans Day is celebrated nationwide as a day to honor our veterans, service men
and women, past and present. We at Mt Pilgrim MBC along with other community
churches would like to recognize the veterans in our community by showing our
appreciation for their service and giving back to the community with a family and friends
fun day. The event includes; guess speakers, games, prizes, health screening for vets
and their family, information to help veterans, free haircuts, gospel choirs,
ROTC drill team, Praise dancers, healthy activities to participate in and plenty of food.
So come join us in celebrating and honoring our veterans and their families
on this Veterans Day for serving our country and the sacrifice
their families had to endure as our veterans served.
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FAMU NEWS
Robinson takes the helm of FAMU FAMU trustees did a great job
TALLAHASSEE —
Renowned scientist and
research scholar Dr.
Larry Robinson, Ph.D.
is now the interim president of Florida A&M
University. Last Thursday, the Florida A&M
University Board of
Trustees appointed the
distinguished professor
following a 10-1 vote to
place Dr. Elmira Mangum,
Ph.D. on administrative
leave until her contact expires March 31, 2017.
Mangum agreed to the
plan that also included a
year’s sabbatical followed
by a teaching position as a
tenured faculty member.
Mangum’s 29-month
term was marred by a barrage of controversy and
her inability to effectively
communicate with the
board or apprise them of
the changes she was making at the university. The
result was two poor performance evaluations by
two different boards and a
tense six-month effort to
reach an agreement on
her departure.
Speaking to the board
on that day, Robinson
pledged transparency and
a commitment to reinforce
the universities’ legacy of
excellence.
“FAMU has a long tradition of excellence, and I
am committed to ensuring

REV. DR. R.B. HOLMES
President & Publisher, Capital Outlook

that, that tradition continues as we focus on the future. We have a lot of work
to do to ensure that you
are aware of what we are
doing. That also means
putting the right people in
place to do the best job,”
he said.
Robinson was already
on the job a day later in
Mobile, Ala., making the
rounds, visiting students,
alumni and supporters at
the 5th Quarter Classic
game between FAMU and
Tuskegee University.
This makes the third
time Robinson has been
asked to lead the nation’s
top HBCU. He also served
as provost and before that
headed the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), a
2010 appointment by President Barak Obama.
Known as “The Fixer,” the
nuclear chemist has been
able to navigate FAMU
through serious crisis.
The hazing scandal that

triggered accreditation
probation was reversed
when he implemented a
successful national model
to expose and stem the violent culture.
He also kept an eye on
the future with a strategic
agenda that landed FAMU
at the forefront of the innovation matrix. With government funding in steady
decline, Robinson has initiated a variety of research
initiatives and fundraising
efforts that have brought
the university millions.
Recruited in 1997 by
higher education icon former President Frederick
Humphries, he embraced
the university family by
engaging students, faculty,
staff and alumni. Being a
popular leader is the result. Robinson also says he
relishes the challenges
ahead and will be “checking in” with stakeholders
to keep FAMU on the path
to excellence.

CONNECT WITH US!

I have written in this
column on several occasions regarding my strong
and unwavering commitment for the survival of
Florida A&M University. I
have and will always work
hard for a better and
greater FAMU. A prosperous and thriving FAMU
will make this city, state
and nation so much better.
We must all continue to
support the university and
not allow petty differences
to destroy or diminish the
bright future of this institution.
I commend the Board
of Trustees for their
thoughtful and careful decision to pursue new leadership. This decision was
made for what the vast majority of trustees believed
was in the best interest of
the university. This decision was made in the interest of stability, unity and
improved
communications. I hope all of us will
accept the trustees’ decision and move forward.
We must embrace and
encourage the Chairman
of the Board, Kelvin Lawson. He provided steady,
competent and compassionate leadership in this
endeavor.
Trustee

Thomas Dortch and his
special committee did an
excellent job in getting the
board to reach an agreement with the president.
As you know, the
trustees voted 10-1, to accept the special committee
recommendations
that
were subsequently agreed
upon by the president and
her attorney. This agreement was done in the
spirit of cooperation and
mutual respect. We must
express our appreciation
to this board for finding
common ground and putting the university in a position for continuous
greatness. Moreover, I
firmly believe that the selection of Dr. Larry Robinson as interim president
was indeed a solid decision.
Robinson is most definitely prepared and ready
to take up the torch and
lead the university upward
and forward.
The Board of Trustees
did their job with integrity,
preparation and clarity. It
is now time for the students, faculty, alumni and
other stakeholders to join
hands and support the
trustees and President
Robinson.
Again, we must always
do what is in the best interest of FAMU. If we can
continue to keep this be-

Dr. Larry Robinson,
Interim President
Florida A&M University
fore us, then my friends,
Florida A&M University
will not only survive, but
also thrive.
So, please join me in
thanking the outgoing administration for their efforts. We pray for God’s
richest blessings upon the
new administration. The
best is yet to come!
Be encouraged!
This move comes after
the board voted to enter into
an immediate separation
agreement with former
President Elmira Mangum,
Ph.D.
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.

Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.
Come Worship With the First Baptist Family







  








  

  

 




  



 
 

    
  
   
  
    






Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.
  




 


  










Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.



Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.





 

 
  


Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.




  




 

 

      
  
  








 

Victory Christian Center Church







  
 
 
 
 

  

1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Worship
Sunday
   
10:30 a.m.
  

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567



SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY

 

 
   
    
   
  


      
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
 
 

 
   
 
   
  

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015



THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.





House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

CHURCH NEWS
Friendship MBC

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church, its pastor, the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, an invitation to join us
for our final pre-anniversary
service on this Sunday, September 25, 2016 beginning
at 3:30 p.m. The guest
church helping us to continue our anniversary celebration is the St. John
Progressive M. B. Church of
Tampa, FL where the Reverend, Dr. Bartholomew
Banks is Pastor. St. Mark’s
Anniversary theme is:
“Growing in Grace for 85
Years, Faith, Love, and Service”. Our culminating anniversary celebration will
occur on Sunday, October
16, 2016 during our 10:45

a.m. Worship Service. The
anniversary message will be
delivered by our own Pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown.
Events for September
Sept 25 - 85th Church
Anniversary Pre Celebration
Service-Guest Church: St.
John Progressive M.B.
church, Tampa, FL. Rev. Dr.
Bartholomew Banks, Pastor
Sept 30 - St. Mark Business Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union
is each Sunday: 5:00 p.m.
Members and the general

public are invited to come
out to study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptists
Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:004:00 p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting is held every
Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Pastor’s Corner

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
Unity of Midtown

I AM Christ
Scripture – “You are the
Christ, the Son of the living
God (Matthew 16:16).”
Denial – “I let go of any
idea that Jesus was the only
Christ.”
Affirmation – “I AM the
Christ.”
Jesus is known as Jesus
Christ or Jesus, the Christ or
Christ Jesus. Christ was not
Jesus’ last name but it was a
level of consciousness in
which obtained and operated. Recognizing the power
of the I AM is the Christ consciousness. Jesus realized
the I AM of his being and
went about doing good and
healing people of all types of

spiritual, mental and physical
diseases (Acts 10:38).
Jesus was not the first
Christ and he certainly was
not the last Christ. Christ is
the anointing of God in or
upon a person, place or thing
to do something supernatural. Whenever Christ manifest through a person, place
or thing in the Bible, it was
empowered to do something
beyond it normal activities.
One major biblical example
is Moses hitting the rock and
water coming out of it Water
does not come out of rocks.
That rock was Christ (I
Corinthians 10:1-4).
Today, I AM the Christ.

You are the Christ. We are
the Christ. The fact that
Christ is in us and that we
are Christ in the earth today
is a mystery that God is revealing to more and more
people every day (Colossians
1:27). The unveiling of this
mystery gives us hope and
encourages us to be who
Jesus Christ was, to do what
he did and even greater
works (John 14:12).
Reflection Question –
What is the difference between saying that Christ
lives in me and saying I AM
the Christ?

REVIVAL!
Singing! Prayer!
Preaching!
Breaking Bread!
Sept. 26, 27, 28 & 30
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 6:30 - 8:30 PM
BETHEL COMMUNITY BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 54th Ave. S., St. Petersburg
Rev. Dr. Manuel Sykes, Pastor

INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
which is often referred to as
“THE SHIP”, will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services
at 7:45 am, 10:45 am and Sunday
Church School at
9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM
12:00 NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM
(THE BEST ONE HOUR OF
YOUR DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM –
THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO JOIN US -- YOU
DON'T WANT TO MISS ANY
OF OUR “WEDNESDAY
IN
THE WORD” STUDIES IN
GOD'S WORD. The public is
welcome to attend Sunday Services anytime – you will find that
all services place great emphasis on our Savior Jesus Christ
and His loving atonement for all
mankind. The Pastor, Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Official Family
and the entire Church Family
extend to you a cordial invita-

tion to join “THE SHIP” in fellowship.
September at the Ship
September 22, 2016 at 6:00
pm – All interested Members
are invited to attend this very
important
meeting.
Pastor/Moderator Evans needs
your help as a VOLUNTEER
HOST AND HOSTESS for the
West Coast Annual Session that
will be held at Friendship, November 8-11, 2016.
September 26, 2016 at 7:00
pm – 19/39 Pastor and First
Family Appreciation Celebration Committee Meeting, Committee Members and any
interested Friendship Member
desiring to be a part of this
Committee are asked to be
present and on time.
September 30, 2016 at 7:00
pm – Rev. Craig Oliver, Pastor of
Elizabeth Baptist Church in Atlanta, GA will be the Special
Guest Preacher, More information forthcoming.
OCTOBER WEDNESDAY
NIGHT LIVE, TRIBE OF DAN,
GET READY, SEE YOUR CAP-

TAINS: BRO. RONNIE & SIS.
LISA CRUM, SIS. SANDRA
MILLER, SIS. ERMA SCANTLING. THE NURSES GUILD
MINISTRY ALONG WITH
THE TRIBE OF DAN WILL BE
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE
FAMILY LOVE FELLOWSHIP
DINNER.
“THE SHIP” won't sail without YOU! For additional information on any of the
announcements, please contact
us by the following methods:
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, 33712 Church
Office: (727) 906-8300 E-Mail:
fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”: Visit Our Website:
www.fmbctheship.net Visit Our
FACEBOOK PAGE Visit West
Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO
CHURCH? Call our Transportation Ministry – (727) 9068300 – MONDAY – FRI. FROM
9 AM - 3 PM.
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